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intereſting to a reader of taſte 


and humanity, than authentic rela- 


tions of what has happened to men, 
eminent for their abilities, and un- 
fortunate by their virtue. We, 
therefore, flatter ourſelves, that the 
public will receive with pleaſure the 
following account of the famous 


Patkul, renowned all over Europe for 
defending the rights of his native 


country, and ſtill more memorable 


by his tragical death. 


The original copy of this ac- 
count has never yet been printed : 
and this is the firſt time a tranſla- 
tion of it into Engliſh has been at- 
tempted. It was drawn up by the 
Lutheran miniſter, chaplain of a re- 
ment, who attended that unhappy 


man 1n his laſt moments, the night 
before 


O kind of writing can be more 
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Many of the particulars, diſcloſed 


by the penitent to his confeſſor, 
will be found entirely new : they 
are at the {ame time equally curious 
and 1 important. None of the hiſto- 


rians, not even the celebrated bio- 


: grapher of Charles the Twelfth, 


ſeems to have been acquainted with 


them; ſo that they will ſerve in 
ſome places to rectify his miſtakes, as 


in others they will confirm the truth 


of what he has advanced. 


To render this narrative as com- 
plete as poſſible, we have here 
brought together, under one view, 
the ſeveral particulars concerning 


Patkul, that lie ſcattered in different 
parts of monſieur de Voltaire s work. 


John Reinhold Patkul was, by 
birth, a Livonian, and deſcended 


| from a confiderable mi, in that 


cour "73 : 


K 


| country; : bins wh, fineſt and moſt 
fertile province of the North. It be- 


longed of old to the knights of the 


Teutonic order. The Ruſſians, the 
Poles, the Swed es, had alternately 
diſputed the poſſeſſion of it; but 


Sweden had Towns it from the reſt 


near an hundred years ago; and it 


had been, at laſt, ſolemnly ceded to 


5; her by the treaty of Oliva. 
Charles the Eleventh „who had 


treated his other ſubjects with great 


ſeverity, was not more indulgent 


to the Livonians : he had ſtripped 
them of their privileges, and of a 
part of their eſtates. 


Patkul wasde puted by the nobi- 
lity of his province to carry their 


complaints to the throne. The 


harangue he pronounced before his 
maſter was at once reſpe&ful and 
bold, full of that manly eloquence, 
which pM ſupported by cou- 


rage, 


[ vii ] 
rage: never fails to inſpire : but ſo- 
vereigns, for the moſt part, look on 
thoſe public harangues as only vain 
ceremonies, which it is cuſtomary to 
ſuffer, without paying any regard to 
them. However Charles, who could 
diſſemble when he did not give up 
the reins to his anger, laid his hand 
gently on Patkul's ſhoulder, © You 
have ſpoke for your country as a 
brave man ſhould,” ſaid the king to 
him: „I eſteem you for it. Pro- 
ceed.” But a few days after, he had 
him declared guilty of high-treaſon, 
and, as ſuch, condemned to die. 
Patkul, who had concealed himſelf, 
fled. He carried with him into Po- 
land his reſentment of this uſage; 
and was admitted afterwards into 
the preſence of king Auguſtus. 
Charles the Eleventh was then dead; 

but the ſentence againſt Patkul, and 
his indignation at it, {till ſubſiſted. 
He repreſented to the Poliſh mo- 


narch, how eaſily the conqueſt 
of 


Wi EPR 
5 4 Livonia might be effected; the 
people deſperate, ready to ſtiake uff 
the Swediſh yoke ; her king a child, 
and incapable of defending himſelf: 


Theſe ſollicitations were well re- 


ceived by a prince whom this con- 


queſt had , tempted. 


1 the e battle of 


Narva, in which Charles the Twelfth, 


with only eight thouſand Swedes, 


defeated ive e thouſand Moſco- 
vites, the king of Poland had rea- 
ſon to fear, that his enemy, who had 
now conquered them and the Danes, 
would quickly fall upon him. He 
therefore entered into aſtricter union 
than ever with the Czar: and theſe 
two princes agreed upon an inter- 
view to concert- their future mea- 


ſures. 


Aſter having alli the winter in 
thencighbourhood of Narva, Charles 

appeared in Livonia, near that very 
W- -.= city 
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city of Riga, which king Auguſtus 
had beſieged in vain. The Saxon 
troops were poſted along the river 


Duna, which is very broad in that 


place; and Charles, who was on the 


other ſide, had that paſſage to diſ- 


pute with them. The Saxons were 


not headed by their prince, then in- 
diſpoſed ; but by marſhal] Stenaw, 
who de in chief. Under 


him were prince Ferdinand, duke of 


Courland, and the ſame Patkul, who 
now defended his country, Win 
his ſword, againſt Charles the 


Twelfth, after having maintained its 


privileges by his pen, at the hazard 


ol his life, againſt Charles the Ele- 


venth. 


Every one knows, that the Saxons 


loſt this battle, and that Charles 


went on with interrupted ſucceſs; 


till, in the end, he compelled Au- 
guſtus to abdicate the throne of Po- 


land, and his ſubjects to chuſe ano- 


ther 


([ 1 

ther king in his ſtead, A little before 
that memorable event, Patkul had 
entered into the ſervice of Ruſſia, 
and been diſtingu iſhed by the Czar 
with the title 51 his ambaſſador in 
Saxony. The commiſſion intruſted 
to him there, was to prevail with 
Auguſtus to meet the Czar at Grod- 
no, that they might confer once 
more on the ſtate of their affairs. 
This conference was but juſt ended, 
and the Czar gone to extinguiſh a 
| rebellion which threatened Fim at 

Aſtracan, when king Auguſtus or- 
dered Patkul to be ized at Dreſ- 
den. All Europe ſtood ſurpriſed, 
that, contrary to the law of nations, 
and, in appearance, contrary to his 
own intereſts, he had dared to im- 
priſon the ambaſſador of the only 
prince who protected him, 


Ihe ſecret ſpring of ſo ſtrange an 
event, as our author learnt from the 
late marſhal Saxe, fon of king Au- 
B 2 Auſtus, 


| 

| 

q : 
T 1 

/ 
3 1 . 
\ | 

RY 
; 
* 


4 2 
guſtus, was this. Patkul, proſcribed 
in Sweden -for having defended the 
privileges of Livonia,” his native 
country, had been a general under 
Auguſtus ; but his proud and active 
ſpirit, ill agreeing with the haughti- 


neſs of general Flemming, the king's 


favorite, more imperious and fiery 
than himſelf, he had gone over to the 
ſervice of theCzar, whoſe general and 

ambaſſador to Auguſtus he then 
was. Of a very penetrating ſpirit, 
he ſoon diſcovered that the views of 
Flemming, and of the chancellor of 
Saxony, were to propoſe a peace to 
the Swediſh monarch on any terms 
whatever : upon this he immediate- 
ly formed the deſign of being be- 
fore-hand with Lads, by bringing 
about a reconciliation betwixt the 
Czar and Sweden. The chancellor, 
however, having traced out his pro- 
ject, obtained leave to ſeize and ſe- 
cure his perſon. King Auguſtus aſ- 


ſured the Czar that Patkul was a 
traitor, 


[ xi] 
traitor, WhO betrayed. them both; 
and yet his only crime was baving 
ſerved his new maſter too well: but 
an unſeaſonable ſervice is often re- 
warded as if it were a Piece of t trea- N 


| chery. * 


At laſt king Auguſtus, now a fu- 
gitive in Poland, deprived at once of 
his kingdom and of his electorate, 
wrote a letter with his own hand, 
to beg a peace of Charles. The 
fourth article, of the very hard terms 
on which he granted that peace, is 
the only one with which we are 
here concerned. 


| Auguſtus ſpall deliver up to me 
all the deſerters who have entered into 
his ſervice ; particularly, and by name, 
Jobn Patkul. 


The ſacrificing of Patkul muſt 
have occaſioned a ſevere ſtruggle in 


his breaſt, On one fide, the Czar 
loudiy 


85 *]! 
loudly reclaimed this man as his am- 
baflader : on the other, Charles de- 
manded with threats, that he ſhould 
be put into his hands. Patkul was 
then confined in the caſtle of Koe 
nigſtein in Saxony. Auguſtus ima- 
gined he might ſatisfy Charles the 


Twelfth, and his own honor at the 


fame time. He ſent ſome guards 
to deliver up this unhappy man to 
the Swediſh troops; but he had 
tranſmitted before-hand a ſecret or- 
der to the governor of Koenigſtein, 
to let his priſoner eſcape. Patkul's 
ill fortune prevailed over the care 
that was taken to ſave him. The 
governor, knowing him to be very 
rich, would oblige him to purchaſe 
his liberty; - but the priſoner {till 
depending on the law of nations, and 
acquainted with the intentions of 
Auguſtus in his favor, refuſed to buy 
what he hoped to obtain for no- 
thing. During this interval arrived 
the guards that were ordered to ſeize 
him : 


3 4 , 
him: they delivered him imme 
diately to four Swediſh 
who carried him at firſt to the ns 
quarters at Altranſtad, where he 
continued three months, bound to a 
ſtake with a heavy chain of iron. 
From thence he was tranſported to 
Caſimir. There, Charles the Twelfth, 
forgetting his quality of ambaſſador 
from the Czar, ordered him to be 
tried with the utmoſt rigor by a 
court- martial. 


About this very time he was to 
have married a Saxon lady; a wo- 
man of quality, of virtue, and 
beauty. The reader will hear more 
of her from his own mouth, in the 
following relation, which cannot fail 
of exciting at once pity and horror 
in the higheſt degree : pity, for the 
ſufferings of a man, whole greateſt 
crime was his having appeared in 
the defence of his country ; and 

horror, 


Tel. 
horror, at the unrelenting cruelty of 
a monarch, who, in puniſhing it, 


eonſulted only his own arbitrary 


temper, and the. hatred he bore his 


| Enemies, | | — 
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AUTHENTIC account” 


of the Brnayiggs 9 


Joan REIMNYOLD PATKUL, 


| The Night before his Death, and at che 


Place of Execution. 
; 


AT K UL had been a ies fol 
P ſome months, under the guard of 
Meyerfeldt's regiment, uncertain of his 
fate, and in continual apprehenfions from 
the inflexible temper of the king of Swes 
den. At laſt, on the 28th of September, 
in the year 1707, towards evening, ac- 
companied by thirty ſoldiers, he was deli- 
vered into the cuſtody of the regiment of 
dragoons, commanded by colonel Nicho- 
las Hielm. On the very next, which was 
St. Michael's-day, my colonel took me- 
aſide, and communicating to me thedread- 
ful ſecret that Patkul was to die the day 
LC fol- 


[18] 


following, ordered me to inform him of 
his approaching fate, and prepare him to 


meet death as a good chriſtian ſhould. 
Immediately after evening-ſervice I went 
to his priſon, where I found him lying on 
his bed. The firſt compliments over, I 
entered upon the melancholy duty of my 
profeſſion, by aſking pardon for my intru- 


fion, and by ſaying, that a heart afflicted 


as his was, muſt doubtleſs have need of 


' conſolation from the word of God. He 
anſwered, - that he was delighted and 


obliged by this mark of my attention, and 
that no viſits were ſo agreeable to him as 
thoſe from perſons in holy orders; adding, 
Are there any news abroad ? To which 
I replied, That I had ſomething of im- 
portance to acquaint him with, provided we 


were left alone, He immediately raiſed 


himſelf up on the bed: and I, turning to 
the officer who had him in charge, told 
him the colonel's orders were, that I 


ſhould be alone with his priſoner, 


The 


* 


_ 

The officer having withdrawn, Patkul 
graſping both my hands in his, cried out, 
in a voice to ſoften the hardeſt heart,. 
« Ah! my dear Paſtor, what are you to 
declare? what I have to hear?“ 


I bring you,” replied I, © the ſame 
tidings that the prophet brought to king 
Hezekiah : Ser thine houſe in order, for 
thou muſt die. To-morrow, by this time, 
thou ſhalt be no longer in the number of 
the living!“ At this terrible warning, he 
bowed himſelf upon his bed, and melted 
into a flood of tears. 5 | 


I then attempted to comfort him the 


beſt I could, by ſaying, that as he was 
a man well inſtructed in ſeveral ſciences, 
and particularly converſant in the facred 
ſcriptures, he muſt, without all doubt, have 
often meditated on this ſubje& ; and that 
I therefore hoped it would not have 
plunged him into ſo much forrow. 


Les, cried he, I know, alas! too 
C2 well, 


- 
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well, that we muſt all die; but, — (and 
then the tears ſtreamed again from his 
eyes) the death prepared for me will be 


too cruel, and inſupportable.” 


In order to.calm his mind by degrees, I 
aſſured him, that the manner of his death 


was to me totally unknown; but, be- 
lieving that he would prepare himſelf for 
it, as every good man ought, I was ſure 


that his ſoul would be received into the 
number of happy ſpirits. Here he roſe 
up, and, folding his hands together, 
oh Merciful Jeſus !” he cried, © let me then 


die the death of the juſt.” A little after; 


with his face inclined towards the wall, 
where ſtood his bed, he broke into this 
ſoliloquy:: «© Auguſtus! O Auguſtus, what 
muſt be thy lot one day? Muſt not thou 
be reſponſible then for all the crimes by 
thee committed? Alas! the revolution in 
Sweden and Livonia is the ſource of my 
misfortunes,” 


I in- 
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J intreated him to lay afide all wordly 
conſiderations, as particularly diſagreeable 
in themſelves, and moſt unſuitable to the 
proſpect before him; that he might de- 
vote his thoughts entirely to another, and 
never-ending life; and thus employ his 
few remaining moments for the peace and 
repoſe of his ſoul. His anſwer was, 
Alas l dear fir, my heart, this wretched | 
heart, which is all over one inveterate ul- 
cer, full of unſound. humours, cannot 
know reſt or quiet, till their malignity is 
diſcharged : ſuffer me, therefore, to tell 
you what it is big with, and what fo much 
torments it. | 


That reduction, which hath impo- 
veriſhed ſo many families, is the ſole 
cauſe of the crime whereof I am accuſed. 
The late * king ſaid to me, one day, in 
terms of much kindneſs, Patkul, main- 
tain the rights of your country like a man 
of honor, and with all the ſpirit you are 


* Charles XT. — 
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1 capable . My God, what part was I to 
act after fach* a declaration ?—but my 


enemies turned it all to my diſadvantage. 


May heaven pardon Hieſtner! He con- 


tributed much to my deſtruction ; for in 
the beginning he ſeduced, in the middle 
of our affairs he impoſed upon me, and 
in the end became my perſecutor. Ber- 


genhielm too did me all the miſchief in 


his power; but he was obliged to follow 
his orders. O Sweden! Sweden! I 
quitted thee, neither dancing nor ſinging; 
thou knoweſt it, O my God ! What elſe 


was left me to do ?—To hide myſelf un- 


der-ground was impoſſible ; to bury my- 
ſelf in a convent, againſt the religion I 
profeſs ; and amongſt the allies of the 


king, there was no retreat to be hoped 


for. 


< Tt has been ſaid that I joined myſelf 
to his enemies : that I was therefore the 
cauſe of this fatal war. But, what a con- 


3% nd; I ſpent my melancholy hours 
a wretched 


[ 23 ] 
a wretched exile, not a counſellor, or ad- 
viſer ; a part, of which I was never thought | 


capable, as in truth I was not. 


8 Before my arrival in Saxony every 
thing was already planned; the alliance 
with Muſcovy ſigned; the mealures with 
Denmark agreed upon and I, * that 
time, in no 8 of eſtimation — .* 


At this Nut in his diſcourſe I gently 
reprimanded him ; becauſe what he had 
been ſaying was no longer ſeaſonable, 
and yet he gave himſelf up entirely to the 
conſideration of mere wordly matters.— 
But ſeizing my hand, he begged I would 
grant him a few moments more to diſ- 
burthen his heart ; and then, cried he, I 
will not loſe an inſtant longer. Of what 
country are you, dear Sir?“ © A Swede,” 
I replied, & and born at Stockholm.” J 
am rejoiced to hear it,” ſaid he: *I wiſh 
to have ſome part in the remembrance of 
your countrymen, and that they may know 
" | 9 the 
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the truth of my deplorable fate. My in- | 


_clinations were always to ſerve Sweden, 


however the contrary opinion has pre- 
vailed —Yet more; 


«I can affirm, without vanity, wretch+ 
ed as I am at this moment, that the 
* Churfurſt of Brandenburg, owed his 
title of king of Pruſſia to the ſervices I 
did him. He himſelf will acknowledge 
it; as he formerly, in recompenſe of thoſe 
good offices, would have given me a conr 
derable ſum of money. I thanked him, and 
rejected the offer; adding, that the moſt 
valuable reward I wiſhed for, was to re- 


gain the king of Sweden's fayor by his 


interceſſion, This he promiſed, and tried 
every method poſſible to ſucceed, by his 
miniſter at Stockholm, count Dona : . but 


in that court the gate of as he was ſhut 


againſt me. 


« After this I laboured ſo much for the 
intereſt of the late emperor in his Spaniſh 


* Prince- elector. 
affairs, 


| 281 12 75 
affairs, that 1 brought about what any 
other man could ſcarcely have effected; 
may I be allowed to ſay ſo without oſten- 
tation. 'The emperor, on his part, as an 
acknowledgment of this ſervice, gave me 
an aſſignment for fifty thouſand crowns, 
which I humbly laid at his feet; and mak- 
ing him a low bow, begged a reward of 
another kind. He aſked what elſe he 
could do for me ? I replied, that all this 
money would profit me nothing, while I 
remained in diſgrace at the court of Swe- 
den; and therefore I implored his Im- 
perial majeſty's recommendation of me to 
the king's favor. This requeſt he imme- 
diately granted, and gave his orders ac- 
cordingly, but in vain. All my hopes 
there vaniſhed into ſmoke. Yet, not to 
loſe any opportunity poſſible, I went to 
Moſcow while the Swediſh ambaſſadors. 
were at that court.—You have doubtleſs 
heard of the thing,” ſaid he. Itis true,” 
I replied ; © and as I had then the honor 
of being preacher to the legation, I was of- 
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ten an eye · witneſs of the court yas paid 
to the ambaſiadors.” | T4 


How!“ cried he, were you there at 
that juncture ?—yes, methinks I recollect 
your face: and then he went on to in- 
form me, that his whole application was 
employed to obtain that favor which had 
been fo frequently refuſed him: but the 
mediation of the Czar had no effect. 
e On the contrary,” ſaid this unfortunate 
man, having ſecretly learnt, that an or- 
der from the king was ſent to his ambaſ- 
ſadors to find me out, and inſiſt upon my 
being delivered into their hands, I was 
obliged to fly, and hide myſelf from the 
world. During theſe negociations it was 
confidently given out, that I had dealt pri- 
vately with the Czar to break the peace : 
nothing could be more unjuſt. Carlo- 
vitz, a creature of king Auguſtus, and 
others, to whoſe names I am no ſtranger, 
were thoſe that inſtigated him to take ſuch 
a reſolution, For my part, I was ever in- 

Clinec. 
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clined to peace, -and employed, for that 
end, every means in my power ; propoſing, 
as a ſatisfaction to the king, that he ſhould 
have Courland, Poliſh Livonia, and a 
great part of Samogitia, if theſe conceſ- 
fions might have induced him to make 
peace. It was at. firſt believed, that the 
Czar would never ſubmit to ſuch condi- 
tions; but, on my frequent and preſſing 
remonſtrances, he gave his conſent, and 
even thanked me ſor my good offices. 
The king of Sweden, however, would 
hearken to no terms; and this 'only can 
hinder the Swediſh priſoners at Moſcow 
from confeſſing, that I diſtributed among 
them at leaſt an hundred thouſand 
crowns, to ſhew the ardent deſire I had, 
by all ways, to regain their ſovereign's 
favor and grace.— Ah! would to heaven 
I had been equally in earneſt to obtain the 
grace of God!” At theſe words another 
ſhower of tears fell from his eyes, and he 
remained for ſome moments filent, and 
overwhelmed with grief. 
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'%y uſed my moſt affectionate endeavors 
to comfort him, with the aflurance that 


this grace would not be denied him, pro- 


vided he ſpent the few hours ſtill left in 
earneſtly imploring it; for the door of 
Heaven's mercy was never ſhut, tho that 


of men might be cruelly ſo. 


« This,” replied he, © this is my true 


conſolation ; for thou art God, not man 


to be angry for ever. But alas! it is now 
my confuſion, to have ſought with more 


ſollicitude the means of rendering ſervice 


to men than of ſerving God. 


« Above all, I curſe the hour of my 
knowing Auguſtus, and of my connections 
with him. May God turn his heart from 
its inſidious purpoſes. Void of all faith 
and honor, he betrays the very miniſtery 


he employs, 


Reflect only on what he did after the 
peace with Sweden was concluded. At 
that very time he writ me a letter, dated 

the 


„* 


A 


[29]. 5 
the fixteenth of December, in which he 
ordered me to inform the Czar, that the 


Swedes were diſperſed in different places, 
waiting in full ſecurity, till their arms, all 
hacked and broken, could be repaired z 


and that their officers were ſent away, ſome 


to raiſe new levies, and others about other 
neceſſary ſervices. This, therefore, ſaid 
he, was the favorable moment for the 


Czar to make an irruption into Saxony 


with all his force, that he might fall upon 


and deſtroy them at once. On his part, 


he would underhand prevent the work- 


men, employed in mending the arms, 


— doing what was I of them. 


To this I ſent him in anſwer, 4 1 
would no longer concern myſelf with his 
affairs, and that it was full time to give 
over all ſuch perfidious contrivances. But 
tho he was diſpleaſed with my reply, he 
ſtill diſcovered to me, from time to time, 
his wicked purpoſes, and tried to engage 
me in them, which I always plainly re- 
fuſed to do, 

'* In 
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ce In a letter to me, a moſt extraordi- 
nary piece of treachery was planned out; 
and the letter concluded with theſe words : 
Auguſtus has gained more by one ſingle 
hunting, than Charles by ſo many, ſplendid. 
wiftories, I ſtand aſtoniſhed when I re- 
fle& on ſuch inhuman machinatioas, and 
render thanks to God, who ſaved the king 
From ſeveral ambuſhes that Pave " laid 


for him.” 


* Good heaven!” cried I, © who 
would ever more truſt to Auguſtus?” 
« Ah!” replied the priſoner, © a notorious 
atheiſt like him, who has no fear of God 
on his mind, can ſuch a man ſhew any 
regard to his plighted faith? 

“ The late emperor, in a letter to me, 
deſired that I would endeavor, by gentle in- 
ſinuation, to divert him from his extravagant 
courſes. I was bold enough to ſhew him 
that letter: he read it, and with a con- 
temptuous ſmile ſaid to me, Let the old 
man trouble his head about purgatory; he 

"0 


1} 

is in the right, he will be there before me.” 
His mother too employed me on the ſame 
errand. I again undertook the part; and 
what has been my reward ? I am at laſt 
plunged into an abyſs of miſery. 


7 


While he was at Warſchou, and heard 

the king was advancing to attack him, he 
found himſelf extremely diſtreſſed. He 
was abſolutely without money, and there- 
fore obliged to diſmiſs ſome of his troops. 
He had recourſe to my aſſiſtance, and in- 
treated me, for the love of God, to borrow 


whatever ſum I could. I undertook the 
thing, and procured him four hundred 
thouſand crowns. What uſe did he make 


of this ſupply ? The very day afterwards 
he laviſhed away fifty thouſand crowns on 


trinkets and jewels, which he gave in pre- 
ſents to ſome of his women, 


„ was infinitely concerned that he 
ſhould have ſquandered the money in this 
ſtrange manner, as my orders from the 
Czar, my principal, were not to truſt him 

with 
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with a farthing. I told him plainly my 


thoughts of the matter; and by my im- 
portunity prevailed, that the Jews ſhould 
take back their toys, and return the mo- 
ney they had been paid for them. The 
ladies were enraged; and he ſwore to 
himſelf that I ſhould, one time or other, 
ſuffer for what I had done : there indeed, 
he kept his word. Would to God he had 


always done ſo with thoſe he employed ! 


but that juſt God will repay him one day 
all his miſdeeds. 


„ am afraid, dear Sir, that this talk, 
and all theſe particulars, are irkſome to 
you, and you may be wanted elſewhere 
on other buſineſs.” I anſwered, that I 


would be with him again in a moment. 


« Be fo,” ſaid he; © and above all intreat 
the colonel, if you pleaſe, that he would 
give his orders for our being alone toge- 
ther, that J may not be diſturbed in theſe 
laſt moments, which ſhould be facred to 
deyotion ; and this I ſhall eſteem a very 
particular favor.” I promiſed to obtain 
what he deſired, and then withdrew. 


: 133 J. 3 

£ At ſeven in the evening I ed 
and the officer being retired, his priſoner 
a accoſted me, with a ſmiling air, and an 
appearance of much tranquillity : “ Wel- 
come, dear Sir, and now I look upon you 
as my better angel. The weight that lay 
heavy and oppreſſive on my heart is re- 
moved, and I already feel a ſenſible 
| change wrought in my mind. I am rea- 
dy to die: death is more eligible than the 
ſolitude of a long impriſonment. Would 
to heaven only, that the kind of it were 
leſs cruel, Can you, my dear confeſſor, 
inform me in what way 1 am to ſuffer ?“ 
My anſwer, as before, was, that it had 
not been communicated to me; but that 
the whole would paſs over without noiſe, 
for that hitherto only the colonel and my- 


ſelf had notice of it. 


EY} 


That,“ replied he, “ eſteem as a 
favor, but have you ſeen the ſentence? Or 
muſt I die, without being either heard or 
condemned? My apprehenſions are, of 
| being put to intolerable tortures.” I com- 
= forted 


[34] 


forted him i in the kindeſt manner I could; 
but he was his own beſt comforter from 
the word of God, with which he was fa- 
miliarly acquainted; quoting, among 
other paſſages, theſe words in Greek: Ve 
muſt enter into the kingdom of heaven thro 
many tribulations, 


He then called for pen and ink; which 
being brought, he intreated me to write 
down what he ſhould dictate. I did fo, 


as follows: 


cc Teſtamentum, or, my laſt will, as to 
the diſpoſition of my effects after my 
death. 


J. His majeſty king Auguſtus, having 
firſt examined his conſcience thoroughly, 
will be ſo juſt as to pay back to my rela- 
tions the ſum he owes me ; which, being 
liquidated, will amount to fifty thouſand 
crowns : and as my relations are here in 
the ſervice of Sweden, that monarch will 


probably obtain it for them,” At this he 
| ſaid, 


. [ 35 ]. 3 
ſaid, Let us ſtop here a little; I will 
quickly return to finiſh this will: but now 
let us addreſs ourſelves to God by prayer.” 
Prayers being ended, And now, cried 
he, I find myſelf yet better, yet in a 
quieter frame of mind. Oh! were my 
death leſs dreadful, with what pleaſure 
would I expiate all my guilt by embracing 
it! Is the king of a merciful diſpoſition?” ' 
«© Yes,” replied I, © and we are thankful 
to heaven for giving us a pious and gra- 
cious ſovereign.” *© That,” ſaid my peni- 
tent, “ is the capital virtue, and it has all 


the others attending upon it. His mini. 
ſters too, are they remarkable for huma- 


nity? Is count Piper a man of piety ?” I 
anſwered to theſe different queſtions in the 
affirmative ; adding, that he had given 
proofs of it that were no wiſe equivocal. 
« Thanks be to God then,” cried he,” © I 
ſhall not be expoſed to feel beyond what 
juſtice requires. Happy is that kingdom 
where equity and piety reign.” 


2E 2 He 


* 


J 

1 | He next entered upon a converſation. 

WW concerning the aff irs of Sweden, the uni- 

verſities, the men of learning, and parti- 
cularly the profeſſor at Hall, named Fran- 
chen, and a certain doctor, Breithaupt; 
aſking me, at the ſame time, my opinion 
of the religion profeſſed by the Pietiſts; 

and where I myſelf had been educated 
ending the whole with a profound ſigh ! 


« Yes l“ cried he — © T have friends in 
different places, who will weep over my 
deplorable fate. What will the mother 
of the king of Pruffia ſay ? What will be 
the grief of the counteſs Levolde, who at- 
tends upon her ? but particularly, and 
above all, what thoughts muſt ariſe in the 
boſom of HER, to whom my faith is 
plighted? Unhappy woman ! the news 
of my death will be fatal to her peace of 4 
mind. My dear Paſtor, may I venture to 
beg one favor of you?“ I aflured him he 
might command every ſervice, every of- 
fice of humanity in my power. Have 


the goodneſs then,” continued he, preſ- - 
ſing 


*# 


"C3 
ſing my hand—the moment I am no 
more — to write — alas! how will you 
ſet about it? a letter to madam Einſeide· 
lern — the lady I am promiſed to Let 
her know I die her's — inform her fully 

of my unhappy fate ! Send her my laſt 
and eternal farewel ! My death is in truth 
diſgraceful ; but my manner of meeting s 
it will, 1 hope, by heaven's and your aſ- 
ſiſtance, render it holy and bleſſed. This 
news will be her only conſolation. Add 
farther, dear Sir, that I thanked her with 
my lateſt breath, for the ſincere affection 
ſhe bore me. May ſhe live long and 
happy : this is my dying with,” 


1 gave him my hand in promiſe that 1 
would faithfully perform all he deſired. 
At this he drew out his purſe, wrapping 
the money he took from thence in two or 
three different pieces of paper: To- 
morrow,” ſaid he, I ſhall think no more 
of the things of this world :” and would 
have had me accept of one of thoſe pa- 
pers, in which were an hundred ducats. 
I mo- 
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I modeſtly excuſed myſelf from receiv- 
ing them, as the little ſervices I had 
done him could merit no ſuch preſent. 
« Ah!” cried he, © how often, for a tri- 
vial worldly matter, have I given a thou- 
ſand ? and the ſervice you are doing me 
cannot be repaid with all the gold on 


earth. However, to ſhew my further 
gratitude, I preſent you with a treaſure 


that I have kept ſacred above all things 
elſe——my New Teſtament in Greek, with 
the verſion of Montanus. It has been my 
companion in all my miſery ; and is now 


in the hands of major Grothuſen, from 


whom you will receive it.” I made him 
my acknowledgments, and promiſed never 
to part with ſuch a preſent during my 
life. 


Afterwards he took up another book: 
te This,” ſaid he, is of my own writing. 
Keep it in remembrance of me, and as a 
proof of my true regard for religion. I 
could wiſh it might have the good fortune 


to be preſented to the king, that he may 


(39 ] 8 
be convinced, with what little foundation 
I have been accuſed of atheiſm. Taking 


it from his hand I aſſured him, that my | 
| colonel would not fail to preſent. it, as ſoon 


as an opportunity offered. Ahl“ ſaid 
he, be it would be ſome poor ſatisfaction, 
if my book might be more fortunate than 
its author: and I cannot forbear applying 
to it, what Ovid ſaid of old to his De Triſ- 
tibus, when he was ſending the volume to 
Auguſtus, from the place of his baniſh- 
ment: Go, little book, and procure for 
me what I myſelf could not obtain.“ 


The reſt of his time was employed in 
prayer, which he went thro with a very 
fervent devotion : and mentioning the va- 
_ nity of this world, God is my witneſs,” 
ſaid he, © that, in the midſt of thoſe plea- 
ſures it ſpreads out for us, my heart was 
ever penetrated with remorſe; and now 
the weight that preſſed me down to earth 
is entirely removed from it. World, fare- 
wel ! fick of all ſublunary vanities, I have 
often and earneſtly meditated a retreat; 

| but 


\ 


- 1 
but without effect, having been too far 
engaged in the ſtream to be able to turn 
back. I return thee thanks, O Jeſus | 
that my chains are broken, that my ſoul 
is ſet free by the hand of Charles the 
Twelfth. My God! the truth of what 
St. Paul ſays is manifeſted in me, That all 
worketh for good to thoſe who are loved of 


— = — hat r — 24", „ 
OY, * - 8 4 * 0" * 
: a r 


. 
* . 


— * 3 
* „ 


_ * — 2 
ee 


e But as it grows late J am afraid, dear 
Sir, that I detain you too long. Let not | 
the time appear tedious, I conjure you.” 
J aſſured him of the ſatisfaction I took in 
doing my duty, and began again to pray 
for him with new fervor. Our devotions 
being ended, he asked me whether- he 
ſhould not try to take ſome repoſe ; ad- 
ding, that for a long time he had not 
been refreſhed with a moment's ſleep, and 
that he felt his ſpirits quite exhauſted, as 
he had neither ate nor drank any thing 
the whole day. By this my wearied 
faculties may be recruited ; and to-mor- 


| f N | | | row I ſhall ſtand in need of all my 
1 ſtrength !” 


[ 41 "I 

Oey * To which I aſſented; and 
having agreed upon the hour I ſhould re- 
turn, I left him alone for the reſt of this 


his laſt night. 


* 


On the thirtieth of September I was 
again with him at four in the morning. 
The moment he heard my ſalutation he 
aroſe, and rendering thanks to God, aſ- 
ſured me he had not ſlept ſo ſoundly for 
a long time. We went to prayers ; and 
in truth his piety, and devout frame of 
mind, were worthy of admiration. 


About the hour of ſix he ſaid he would 
begin his confeſſion, before the din and 
clamors of the people without could riſe 
to diſturb his thoughts. He then kneeled 
down, and went thro his confeſſion in a 
manner truly edifying. The beginning 
of it eſpecially was remarkable, when he 
made uſe of theſe words of Judah: What 
2 T fay, O Ford: ? or bow ſhall J utter 
myſelf ? God hath found out the iniguities of 
his ſervant. After having received the 
8 F holy 
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holy ee mpniog, he ſung a palm or two, 


but dwelt with fingular pleaſure on this 


. verſe : May thy fperit comfort 7 me; n 
| 17 wounds be 19 bealing. 


| The ſun beginning to appear above the 
horizon, he looked out at the window, 
ſaying, © Salve feſta dies! This is my 
wedding-day. I looked, alas! for ano- 
ther, but this is the happier ; for to-day 

ſhall my foul be introduced by her hea- 
venly bridegroom into the aſſembly of the 


bleſſed !” 


4 He then turned to me, and begged to 
be informed whether I yet knew in what 
way he was to die? I anſwered, as be- 
fore: and he conjured me, by the ſacred 
name of Jeſus, not to forſake him ; for 


that he ſhould find in my company ſome 


conſolation even in the midft of tortures. 


Hle looked again through the window, 
crying out, My dear paſtor, they are 
already putting to the horſes, They are 


ia haſte ; 6d. ALES praiſed, to me 
likewiſe the time appears too long. I 
have not now a with to live.” Caſting 
his eye on the paper that lay upon the 
table, This will,” ſaid he, can never 
be finiſhed.” When I asked him, whe- 
ther he would put his name to what was 
already written? * No,” replied he, 
e with a deep figh, I will write that 
hated name no more. My relations will 
find their account in another place: ſa- 
lute them from me.“ He then addreſſed 
himſelf again to God in prayer, till 


The lieutenant entered to conduct him 
to the coach. He wrapped himſelf up in his 
cloak, and requeſted me, as he went along, 

to abandon him. When J aſſured 
bim that I would not, he advanced to- 
wards the coach, and made me go into it 
before him. We went forward a great 
pace, guarded by an bundred horſemen. 
On the way he embraced and kiſſed me, 
requeſting me again not to forget the esl 


miſe I had made him. 
F 2 Being 


6 


1 


Bein g arrived at the place of execution, 

| we found it ſurrounded by three hundred 
| foot-ſoldiers ; but at the fight of the fakes  * 
and obeels, his horror is not to be deſcrib- 
ed. Claſping me in his arms, © Beg of 
God,” he exclaimed, © that my ſoul may 
not be thrown into deſpair amidſt theſe 
tortures! I comforted, I adjured him to 
fix his thoughts on the death of Jeſus 

' Chriſt, who, for our fins, was nailed to a 
croſs. 


At this he was taken out of the coach, ; 
and while they were knocking off his fet- 
ters, Lamb of God, cried he, who takeſt 
away the fins of the world, have mercy upon 

me! | 


Being now on the ſpot where he was 
to ſuffer, the captain proclaimed aloud : 


te Be it known to all, it is by command 
of his majeſty, our ſovereign, that this 
man, who has been a traitor to his coun- 

try, ſhall be broken on the wheel alive, 
and 


ary then his body ſhall be divided into 
four quarters, that he may ſerve for an ex- 
ample to all ſuch criminals,” At the 
word traitor, he ſhrugged up his | ſhoul- 
ders, caſting his eyes mournfully towards 
heaven, and then ſaid, © Whither muſt I 
go? The executioner pointing to the fa- 
tal ſpot, he bid the man do his duty well, 
and put into his hands ſome money, Which 
he had got ready for that purpoſe. 


He then ſtretched himſelf out upon the 
ground; and while they were ſtripping 
him naked, he begged me to pray that 
God would have mercy on him, and bear 
up his ſoul in tBis agony, I didſo: and 
turning to all the ſpectators, ſaid to them, 
« Brethren, join with me in prayer for this 
unhappy man.” * Yes,” cried he, * af- 
fiſt me all of you with your ſupplications 
to heaven. 


/ 
/ 


Here the executioner gave him the firſt 
ſtroke. His cries were terrible. O Je- 
ſus ! Jeſus, have mercy upon me!” This 

cruel 
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T7 a Ln orn in a province that 
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had certain rights and privileges to de- 
| and called to. mind, that he had 
ivonia, with no other view than 


ty to he iberties of Bis country. 
All however greed, that the title of am- 
— from the Czar ought to have 
rendered his peron ſacred. The king of 
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